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Connecting everyday devices into enterprise applications is the next wave of e-business. By enabling companies to have more timely access to a greater wealth of information from the devices controlling the infrastructure of their operations — businesses can lower costs, increase quality, and improve efficiency and customer service. It also creates new opportunities to deliver new services to their customers and to increase revenues.   Device Networking needs an Open Platform that will empower independent systems integrators and solution suppliers to build and deliver systems based on devices from different manufacturers.   This is a threat to the dominance of legacy suppliers of proprietary systems in the control industries such as Building Automation, Industrial Control, Environmental Engineering etc.  Mr. Chan will share with you his view and experience in creating this Device Networking industry which is in fact creating a paradigm shift for the existing control and automation industry.
Bio-sketch of Mr. Lawrence Chan:

Mr. Chan, a veteran in IT with over 30 years of experience, is the Corporate Vice President of Echelon responsible for Asia Pacific and Japan area.  Prior to joining Echelon, Mr. Chan was Vice President of Asia Pacific and Japan for Banyan Systems Inc., a pioneer in Enterprise Networking Infrastructure and rule-based intelligent messaging.  Prior to Banyan Systems, he held a variety of senior management positions with Stratus Computer Inc., a company based in Marlboro, Massachusetts, and a supplier of Fault Tolerant Computer Systems for On-line Transaction Processing (OLTP) market worldwide.  Prior to that, he was with ComputerVision, Oriental Data Systems, Hong Kong International Terminals (HIT), Swire Group, KCW, and NCR HK. He is a Chartered Member of The British Computer Society and a Certified IT Professional.  He also served in the steering committee of Hong Kong Computer Society in previous years.  He is currently an advisor to the Electrical Engineering Department of Institute of Vocational Education of Hong Kong.   He is also serving as the current Vice President of OSGi (Open Services Gateway Initiatives), a non-profit making organization to promote an open networking platform for the Residential Gateway market.
Echelon Corporation (NASDAQ: ELON), headquartered in Silicon Valley, San Jose, is the world leader in networking everyday devices. It is the creator of the LonWorks platform, the world's most widely used standard (ANSI/EIA 709) for connecting everyday devices such as appliances, thermostats, air conditioners, electric meters, and lighting systems to each other and to the Internet. Thousands of companies have developed and installed LonWorks products and more than 50 million LonWorks enabled processors have been shipped for use in homes, buildings, factories, trains, and other systems worldwide.  Further information regarding Echelon can be found at http://www.echelon.com. 
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