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Abstract: Information sharing (IS) in a supply chain has become an important topic over
the past decade. This study uses data from 617 Chinese manufacturing firms to investigate
the relationships among competitive environments, supply chain information sharing (SCIS),
and supply chain performance. The results of structural equation modeling analysis show that
(1) international competition has a positive impact on all three types of SCIS; (2) internal IS
improves external IS with suppliers and customers; and (3) internal IS and IS with customers
lead to superior supply chain performance. This study also finds that local competition does
not have a significant impact on any of the three types of SCIS. Regression analysis shows
that IS with suppliers can help IS with customers to improve supply chain performance, vice
versa, reflecting that upstream and downstream IS capabilities have a synergistic effect on
supply chain performance. These findings are interpreted in the context of the Chinese
manufacturing sector and enhance the understanding of supply chain management in China’s
dynamic competitive environment.
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